
‘[Kirk] is imaginatively completely feral...poised
between a crocheted horror that edges on the gothic
and a playfulness that reminds me of Elizabeth Jolley
at her most wicked.’

Morag Fraser
Eureka Street

Morag Kirk was born in a fishing village in the West
Highlands of Scotland. She came  to Tasmania in
1971 and has been writing for ten years. Her works
include poems, plays and short stories. She is
currently working on her first novel.



Rattling the Cage

Short Stories by
Morag Kirk

All rights reserved.  No part of this publication
may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system,

or transmitted, in any form or by any means
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording

or otherwise, without the prior permission
 of the publishers.

Copyright Morag Kirk 2001

ISBN 1876342099

This project was assisted through Arts Tasmania by the
Premier, Minister for State Development

The Regional Arts Fund is a Commonwealth
Government initiative through the Australia
Council, its arts funding and advisory body

Published by
Esperance Press

Editor: Edith Speers
Cover design by Anne Kirk

Photographer: Melissa Taybian Ruddock
     Model: Bethany Beha
Book design consultants:

Karen Burgess, Robyne Conway, Caine Barlow

Dover, Tasmania, Australia 7117
Ph (03) 62981036   Fax (03) 62981940



Contents

The Stiffy........................................................................

Home on the Range.......................................................

The Italian Inheritance....................................................

The Apple has a Woody Taste..........................................

Greedy for Pips..............................................................

Dear Monsieur le Blum and Julie.....................................

Girl in a Yellow Sweater..................................................

A Quail's Egg and a Cauliflower Wen..............................

Soul Mate......................................................................

Chanting Faint Hymns....................................................

The Word Made Flesh.....................................................

The Woman, the Fishmonger and the Goldfish.................

One Good Blow Deserves Another...................................

Portrait of Geordie as a Young Man.................................

Messages from the Steppes.............................................

Rattling the Cage...........................................................

1

9

19

29

43

53

71

81

91

97

121

141

147

155

163

171

Dedicated to my dear Anne
who climbed the mountain
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